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decays of towns and habitations have been by the ancient laws
of this realm esteemed an high offence, and where of late years
more than in times past there have sundry towns, parishes and
houses of husbandry been destroyed and become desolate, by
means whereof a great number of poor people are become
wanderers, idle and loose, which is the cause of infinite in-
conveniences : be it therefore enacted . . .

II.  ... That every house that now hath or heretofore bath
had twenty acres of arable land, meadow and pasture, or more
thereunto belonging, and so occupied ... by the space of three
years together, at any time since the beginning of the Queen's
Majesty's reign that now is, and which is not or hath not been
the*castle' or dwelling-house of any nobleman or gentleman,
nor the chief mansion house of any manor, is and shall be
adjudged a house of husbandry for ever . . .

III.  And be it also enacted, if any person or persons, bodies
politic or corporate at any time since the begimvng of her said
Majesty's reign, or before seven years now last past, have ,..
suffered to be decayed or wasted any such houses of husbandry,
that in every such case the offender shall build or repair..,
upon some convenient part of the  sites . . . the one half in
number of such houses  so decayed or wa&ted, if the offender
now hath or ... shall have in his use or occupation so much of
the lands which belonged to the same houses as will suffice to
lay thereof forty acres of arable land, meadow and pasture to
every of the same houses . . ., and shall then also put to every
of the  same houses  forty  acres   of the  same  lands at the
least . . .: and if any of the same wa stings or decay ings have
happened within seven years, the offenders having ... in their
own use or occupation so much of the lands which belonged to the
same houses ... as can supply every of the same houses, which
had before belonging unto it under forty acres, with twenty acres
of arable [&c.], and every such of the same houses which before
had forty acres or above belonging unto it, with forty acres of
arable [&c.], shall build or repair upon some convenient part
of the sites . . . the whole number of the houses so decayed . ..

XL And be it further enacted, That the justices of assizes
shall have full power to inquire of, hear and determine all the
said defaults and offences .. .